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The Northwest Regional Technology Center (NWRTC) is a virtual resource center,
operated by the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL), to support regional
preparedness, response, and recovery. The center enables homeland security
solutions for emergency responder communities and federal, state, and local
stakeholders in the Northwest. This monthly status report summarizes activities related
to homeland security in the Pacific Northwest, and this issue highlights

e Endorsement of the HAMMER Training Center for National Guard use

e Input from local emergency managers on a new toolset to prioritize emergency
actions

e Updates on a concept for a regional partnership among states, national
laboratories, and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS).

W T T T T T T T T T S I T T
HAMMER Endorsed for National Guard Training Center

On December 19, all eleven members of Washington State’s congressional delegation
and Governor Christine Gregoire sent a letter to General Craig R. McKinley, Chief of the
National Guard Bureau, strongly
urging him to consider designating the
HAMMER Training Center at the U.S.
Department of Energy’s Hanford Site
in Richland, Washington, the Western
Regional Training Center for the
National Guard’s Civil Support Teams
(CSTs). CSTs assess suspected
attacks by weapons of mass
destruction, advise civilian responders
on appropriate actions through onsite
testing and expert consultation, and
facilitate the arrival of additional state
and federal military forces. HAMMER
has provided vital training and
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exercise facilities to CSTs since 2001, establishing a reputation as a premier training
site because of its ability to integrate chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, and
explosives training and its highly skilled and experienced instructors.

Teams that have used the facility praise its complex, real-life training exercises. Nearly
40 teams have been trained in the last 2 years. Twelve training events are already
scheduled for Fiscal Year 2009.

Gregoire and the congressional delegation also urged McKinley to develop sustained
funding support for the training and exercises because National Guard domestic
response capabilities are critical for national security. The governor and congressional
delegation pledged their support to continue HAMMER’s tradition of excellence and
make it the premier site for western state CST training and all National Guard and
emergency responder radiological and nuclear training.

I I I I I T I
Local Emergency Managers Provide Input on PATH to Prioritization

In December, researchers from Sandia National Laboratories supporting the
Interagency Biological Restoration Demonstration (IBRD) met with local emergency
managers to discuss methods to prioritize critical infrastructure and assets during wide
area response and restoration following a biological event. The IBRD program, a
regional collaborative program jointly funded by DHS and the U.S. Department of
Defense (DoD), seeks to develop policies, methods, plans, and applied technologies to
restore large urban areas, DoD installations, and critical infrastructures following the
release of a biological agent.

Steve Bailey (Director, Pierce County Emergency Management), Erika Lund (Recovery
Coordinator, Seattle Office of Emergency Management), and Grant Tietje (Planning,
Training, and Exercise Coordinator, Seattle Office of Emergency Management) viewed
and shared impressions of the Prioritization Analysis Tool for All-Hazards (PATH). The
goal of PATH is to create a useful methodology and toolset to help decision makers
more effectively prioritize critical infrastructure and allocate resources based on
scientific analysis.

Emergency managers felt that PATH would enhance single jurisdiction prioritization by
providing a science-based analysis tool. The tool could also facilitate collective broad-
based regional decision-making because it could be used at multiple levels. They also
felt that the tool could assist in developing regional situational awareness. In addition,
they suggested several improvements:

e Express results in a way that provides context for the data. For example, what
does it mean for overall system capability if a certain infrastructure fails?

e Add afirst step to the methodology: to agree on assumptions and
considerations. This should help develop a common situational awareness.
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¢ Present only information that decision makers actually need and focus less on
details that ultimately may be less important.

While they felt the scientific underpinnings of the tool were strong, they expressed
concern about the acceptability of the method to decision makers. Science-based
analysis is often seen as radically different from current decision making processes,
which are more discussion based. More useful for decision makers would be
recommendations with transparent rankings to facilitate discussion. Accommodating
both the need for analysis and the need for discussion will create a more immediately
impactful and robust tool. The results will also help craft the Consequence
Management Plan and guidance being developed by the IBRD program. Researchers
stressed the importance of this insight, which they felt would not have been apparent
had they not been actively engaged with the local emergency managers and the PNNL
staff who serve as onsite coordinators for the work.

W I T T T T T T T T T S I T T
Concept for Regional Partnership Builds Momentum

Support continues to build for a regional partnership that would unite national
laboratories, states, and DHS in identifying, developing, and deploying science and
technologies to better secure the nation. On May 28, 2008, PNNL hosted the Regional
Homeland Security Summit at the invitation of the Under Secretary for DHS S&T and
the Director of the Domestic Nuclear Detection Office, with the active support of
Washington State Adjutant General Timothy Lowenberg. Eleven states and the
Territory of Guam ended up agreeing that a partnership of the states and territory within
this region, the U.S.
Department of Energy
national labs (PNNL and
Idaho National Lab) led by
the NWRTC, and DHS was
desirable and that a second
meeting should be held to
develop the model and
implementation plan. The
states further
recommended that the
NWRTC brief individual
states to broaden the
awareness of national lab capabilities and gain further insight into the value and
attributes of the intended partnership. Through such a partnership, DHS would gain
effective connections with the broader emergency management community while
accelerating the development of appropriate solutions and putting improved
technologies into the hands of those who need them most.

Since then, the NWRTC has met with representatives from Oregon, Montana, and North
Dakota. All the meetings went well, and each state affirmed interest in and commitment
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to participate in the regional partnership. In each case, participants identified success
factors the partnership would have to achieve to be impactful. In some cases, they also
identified immediate issues where PNNL and Idaho National Lab could assist them,
often by providing information or connecting them with others working on a similar
issue. Additional meetings with the states are being arranged.

Support for the concept has been expressed by the Washington and Oregon
congressional delegations as well as the National Governors Association. The
Domestic Nuclear Detection Office has indicated support and willingness to share costs
with S&T. However, S&T has not yet committed to move forward. A concept paper
describing the proposed partnership is currently in the hands of the Obama-Biden
Transition Team.

W I T I T T T T T T T T TR T T
Upcoming Events
February 23-26, 2009

DHS Science and Technology Directorate’s Stakeholders Conference West
Meydenbauer Center, Bellevue, Washington

March 1
Unit EXEVAL by ARNorth
Camp Murray and surrounding areas, Washington

WA T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
Around the Region in Homeland Security is a
monthly report from the Northwest Regional
Technology Center, operated by the Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory. The goal of the
NWRTC is to bring together major stakeholders
from across the region that have a vested
interest in homeland security issues and provide

PaCIfIC NOI’t hweSt a collaborative environment that addresses
NATIONAL LABORATORY Northwest regional homeland security

requirements, needs, and challenges. For more

information, contact Director Steve Stein at
steve.stein@pnl.gov or 206-528-3340, Deputy Director Mary Peterson at mary.peterson@pnl.gov or 509-
372-4655, or see the website at http://nwrtc/pnl.gov.
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